Dave Richards' Music Muse: Jake's Blues to unveil
new songs at 8 Great Tuesdays
No doubt about i Jake's Blues pus the greatino 8 Great

Tuesdays. Every year the group plays, crowds amass like
Spaniards gresting their World Cup champs.

Thats why s so exciting.” said band leader Jake Banta, who
eturs to Liberty Park on Tuesday with a couple high-powered
Erie openers: girl-power group Stiletto and the LV Band
featuring Lindsay Vendett and guitarist Eric Brewer.

To be honest I fove playing the it bars justas well:theyre
intimate and close.” Banta said. ‘But every year, 8 Great
Uesdays just orows and grows. We're really fortunate fo have
that many friends and fans come out. Once our fans come out and hang with us enough, they become our fiends.

Banta and band mates Ron Sution on drums and Jay Lewis on bass have been tolling away on their first CD since 2005's
Livin'at the Crossroads  About seven or sight songs are finished, said Banta, who expecs to showcase several on
Tuesday

ve gota ot of new material I writing, and wel throw out 3 few of those Songs,” Banta said. *A couple afé rock songs,
a couple are blues-driven songs ~ its just whatever the moment calls for

“Theyll also play an older song — “Ginger and Haryann,” s in the “Gilligan's Island babes — that Banta also plans to
include on the CD.

‘Alot of people know that song. Ifs a fun song, and | have to getinat on the CD. Ive had like 1,000 people askif il putit on
there,” he sai

Jake's Blues annually draws mega-large crowds at 8 Great Tuesdays; about 6,000 atiended in 2008. Theyl need to outdo
themselves to lead the 2010 series, though. The stellar Rusted Root and One World Tribe show, which fitingly closed with
Ecstasy” drew 7,000-plus on July 6.

Ifanyone can top himselfits Banta. Always has

Notto worry ifyou canit catch Jake's Blues on Tuesday. They also play Sprague Farms in Venango on Saturday; Presaque
Isle Downs on Aug. 6-7; and the Palms in Conneaut Lake on Aug. 14. Theyl headine the Crawford County Fair on Aug. 23,
S0 take that, Toby Keith.

Plantain

09730 10:00 am - Kung Zoo Panda

09/30| 7:00 prm - “From One Tool BoxTo

Another

09/30] 9:00 prn - Jony James Band @ Night
s

10/01]2:00 am - Kung Zoo Panda
10/01|9:30 am - Norihwestern Pennsylvania
10/01110:00 am - Music At The Marina
10/01]12:00 pm - “Saturday Jam” Drum Clrcle
10/01|6:00 pm - Goodell Gardens Fresents:
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Goo Dols has added a
date at the Wamer Theatretots
turday.



